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The monograph “Ukrainian Education in Flames of War” provides an insightful 
analysis of the profound effects of Russia’s ongoing military aggression on the 
Ukrainian educational system. Authored by leading scholars from the Ukrainian 
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences, the book offers a com prehensive 
exploration of the challenges faced by Ukrainian learners and edu cators during 
more than two years of war. It addresses the resilience and adaptation of Ukrain-
ian society in the face of grave adversity. The work provides an opportunity to 
understand the destructive consequences of the war and the enduring spirit of 
the Ukrainian educational community.

The monograph is divided into 11 chapters, exploring the impact of war 
on various aspects of education. The chapters document the destruction ex-
tent of the educational infrastructure, the facts of displacement of students 
and teachers, the mental health crisis among children and educators, and the 
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motivation, patriotism, and resilience of the Ukrainian academic community, 
as well as accompanying pain, sorrow, and despair from childhood and youth 
losses caused by war. 

The book opens with a series of drawings by Ukrainian children, capturing 
their emotional response to the war. These illustrations, which reflect both sorrow 
and hope, set a poignant tone for the work and invite the reader to reflect on the 
human cost of the war. The authors dedicated the book “to little angels, who met 
human cruelty too early, and who will never become adults.” The photo of the 
monument “To Innocent Children – Victims of Aggression,” built in the eastern 
Ukrainian city of Kharkiv provides an empathetic background and encourages 
deep reflection on patriotism and peace.

The preface to the monograph by Professor Nellia Nychkalo, a distinguished 
member of the National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences, emphasizes the cru
cial role of Academy leaders in supporting Ukrainian educators and students, 
both within Ukraine and abroad. The author describes the achievements of 
the Academy and its scientific community in solving urgent wartime tasks. 
Nellia Nychkalo highlights the enormous effort of the Academy members in 
volunteering, developing national and international cooperation, provid ing ed-
ucational resources and accommodation for internally and externally displaced 
persons, and advocating for international support. The author attracts attention 
to the edu cational efforts, and heroism of the Ukrainian educators and scholars, 
and their devoted struggle for children’s safety during the war: “Our teachers 
saved lives of children, they resisted deportations of children and participated 
in searching operations of children who disappeared.” 

The chapter with the striking title “War Has Stolen the Childhood,” addresses 
the profound psychological and emotional trauma inflicted on Ukrainian chil
dren. It also examines the role of international leaders in raising awareness about 
the devastating impact of the war on children and the global responsibility to 
support Ukraine. The authors quote Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, 
who condemns Russian aggression, supports the Ukrainian population, expresses 
gratefulness to the Ukrainian Armed Forces and all the Ukrainian defenders, and 
shows deep compassion to Ukrainian children, whose childhoods are ruined. 
The chapter provides scientific evidence and highlights the severe mental trauma 
in Ukrainian children, which will have lasting effects. It includes harrowing 
statistics, such as the over 8,000 missile strikes that have affected Ukrainian 
territory, and the more than 530 children killed and 750 injured during the war. 

Further monograph chapters document the extent of destruction in Ukraine, 
expose facts of forcible deportations of Ukrainian children, describe and analyze 
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threats and barriers in the development of education in wartime; the academic 
issues related to educational organization in occupied territories; education of 
temporarily displaced children, teenagers, and adult population; educational 
pos sibilities for Ukrainians abroad; effort of Ukrainian academic institutions 
and National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences under the conditions of Russian 
Aggression. The monograph also covers legislative responses to the crisis, such 
as new laws aimed at safeguarding education and efforts to preserve its quality 
during the war.

The scientific significance of the monograph is validated by a comprehensive 
literature review and statistical data analysis concerning ruined, damaged, and 
occupied educational infrastructure and the numbers of victims of Russian ag
gression: killed, injured, and deported Ukrainians. Enhanced by officially issued 
documents and speeches of World and Ukrainian leaders, the monograph pro-
vides scientific evidence for Russian crimes in Ukraine. The book undoubtedly 
promotes global awareness of war damage and consequences among internation-
al scientists. It advocates the requirement for permanent support of Ukrainian 
learners, educators, and the educational system in general.

Outlined wartime threats and barriers hindering the development of the 
Ukrainian educational system serve preventive and recommendatory functions. 
The monograph analyses wartime problems and their urgent solutions at func
tional, regulatory, and legislative levels of educational organization. It highlights 
flexible and quick responses to raised Ukrainian national academic challenges 
by the President’s Office, the Supreme Council, the Cabinet of Ministers, the 
Ministry of Science and Education, the Ministry of Health, and the National 
Service of Educational Services. 

The data documented in the monograph possess tremendous significance 
concerning the problems of education in times of crisis. The bitter experience of 
Ukrainians can help academic societies raise awareness of wartime educational 
challenges. The described activities of the Ukrainian government, academic 
institutions, scientists, and teachers can be used to develop a systemic approach 
and guidelines for safety issues due to potential threats of invasion and war.

The monograph serves as a critical tool for understanding the psychologi
cal impact of war on learners and educators, emphasizing the requirement for 
ongoing mental health support and social services in educational settings. In 
this respect, the authors advocate for a systemic approach to addressing these 
challenges, that can be applied in Ukraine and other regions facing similar crises.

Monograph authors outscore the significance of scientific and methodolog-
ical provision of the academic process under the conditions of war. Prominent 
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Ukrainian scholars, the distinguished members of the National Academy of 
Pedagogical Sciences provide systemic research on the educational problems 
and priorities in wartime Ukraine, and promote innovations and curricular 
actualization due to raised academic issues and war-associated safety challenges. 
The monograph provides a comprehensive analysis of the Academy’s activities 
aimed at protecting the Independence of Ukraine, promoting the resilience of 
the Ukrainians, maintaining national Ukrainian policy, supporting the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces, communicating with international scientific society on support 
and judgment of Russian aggression, urging competitiveness, internationaliza-
tion and digitalization of Ukrainian education.

Numerous facts, examples, and analytics of national and international 
organi zations, presented in the monograph, provide a unique wartime chronicle 
of Ukrainian educational life, the efforts of Ukrainian educators and scholars 
of the National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences, and the devoted service and 
high price of freedom paid by “superhumans” – Ukrainian Armed Forces.

The monograph uses statistical data, official documents, and speeches from 
both Ukrainian and international leaders to substantiate claims of Russian ag-
gression and its effects on Ukraine’s education system. It brings to light the nu-
merous challenges posed by the war, ranging from the destruction of schools and 
universities to the forced displacement of entire communities. The monograph 
provides a detailed account of the adaptive responses of Ukrainian educational 
institutions to contemporary challenges.

The lessons of the bloody Russian war against independent Ukraine are 
hard and cruel. The authors highlight that the documented Ukrainian “trial and 
error” wartime experience directed at continuous improvement, adaptation, and 
adjustment of the educational system to war-associated challenges should be 
further comprehensively researched. 

“Ukrainian Education in Flames of War” provides a crucial and timely 
examination of the devastating impact of war on education in Ukraine. It offers 
an invaluable contribution to the academic discourse surrounding the role of 
education in times of crisis, highlighting the resilience of Ukrainian educators, 
students, and institutions in the face of unprecedented challenges. The mon-
ograph is an essential resource for scholars, policymakers, and humanitarian 
organizations. More than just an account of destruction, it is a tribute to the 
unwavering spirit of Ukrainian educators and a call for continued global support 
in the face of ongoing aggression.
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By documenting the struggles and triumphs of the Ukrainian educational 
com munity, the authors provide a guide for addressing the long-term conse-
quences of the war on education, both in Ukraine and globally. This work is 
a testament to the courage and determination of Ukrainian academic and sci-
entific communities, and it emphasizes the importance of education as a tool 
of resistance, resilience, and hope.




